v
CES

WWW.EOPLACES.IN




Plifcljol

A Pictoguide tblauz Khas [ Guides |

HAUZ KHAS, Ok ROYAL TANK, WAS
ORIGINALLY A MASSNVE EESERVOIR WITH A
CAFACITY OF 800 MILLION LITRES
EXCAVATED DUEING THE EEIGN OF ALLAUDDIN
KHALJI (1296-1316) TO SUPPLY WATER TO
HIS NEWLY-ESTABLISHED CITI OF SIEl, ALSO
IN MODERN—-DAY DELHI.

ALLAUDDIN WAS AN IEON-HANDED RULEE,
EXPANDING HIS EMPIRE BY MEANS OF WAR
AND RUTHLESSLY ELIMINATING
CHALLENGERS TO THE THRONE.- UPON HIS
DEATH, HOWEVEE, DELHI FELL TO THE
TUGHLARS, WHO ESTABLISHED NEW CAPITALS
IN RAPID SUCCESSION — TUGHLARABAD,
JAHANFPANAH AND FINALLY FIROZABAD - SiE!
THEREFORE FELL OUT OF FAVOUR AND THE
CANAL S FEEDING THE TANK SILTED UP
THROUGH DECADES OF DISUSE, RENDERING
THE EESERVOIR USELESS-

THE RESERVOIR EECENED A SECOND LEASE OF LIFE UPON THE ASCENSION OF FlROZ
SHAH, THE THIRD TUGHLA®R KING, TO THE THEONE.- FIROZ SHAH SUCCEEDED HIS
COUSIN, MUHAMMAD BIN TUGHLAR WHO HAD LOST LARGE PARTS OF THE EMPIEE
AND CEEATED WIDE-SFREAD UNEEST DUE TO A SERIES OF POORLY-CONCENED
POLITICAL AND ADMINISTEATNVE MEASURES-

FIEOZ SHAH MADE IT A PERIOCRITY TO ENGAGE IN A MASSIVE IRRIGATION,
CONSTRUCTION AND PHILANTROPHIC PROGEAM IN AN ATTEMPT TO WIN OVER THE
PEOPLE. ONE OF HIS PEROJECTS INVOLVED THE RESTORATION OF THE HAUZ KHAS
EESERVOIR AND THE CONSTRUCTION OF A MADEASA AND HIS OWN TomMB ON ITS
SOUTH-EASTERN CORNER-

THE MADEASA EVENTUALLY BECAME ONE OF THE LEADING 14TH CENTURY CENTERS
OF ISLAMIC LEARNING AND CULTURE AND THE ENTIEE PERIMETER OF THE RESERVOIR
SLOWLY FILLED UP WITH HOUSES OF THE ELITE.-

BUT ITS PRE-EMINENCE WAS SHORT-LIVED- WITH THE DEATH OF FIROZ SHAH
TUGHLA®R AND SUBSERUENT BLOODY CONRUEST OF DELHI BY TIMUE IN 1398, THE
MADEASA CEASED TO REMAIN A MAJOR INFLUENCE IN THE ISLAMIC WORLD AND
SLOWLY FADED oUT.

AS AN INTERESTING ASIDE, TIMUR, FROM ALL ACCOUNTS A SAVAGE AND BUTHLESS

CONRUEROE, WAS SO TAKEN BY THE BEAUTY OF HAUZ KHAS THAT HE DESCEIBED ITS
APPEAEANCE IN GEREAT DETAIL, ACCORDING IT A SPECIAL PLACE IN HIS MEMOIRS -
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| YOU ARE HER

€ TEACHING PAVILION
©® UNMARKED &SEAPED GRRVES
€ FROBHAH TUGHLAQSS TOM

o WEST WING OF THE MADRASA

A suggested walking route is marked out by means of numbers in the map above.

Information presented in this Pictoguide is arranged in the same sequence and correspondingly numj
reference.

Your Timehop audio modules (if purcheséaljal the same order and numbering seCgaicestructures
may not be covered in the audio in order to preserve the storyline, in which case the corresponding r
skipped in the audio fidditle trill at the end of each module indicates it is time to pause the audio and
next point on the map.
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“ THE MOMENT I ENTERED THIS BLESSED BUILDING THROUGH THE GATE, I

SAW A LEVEL SPACE AS WIDE AS THE PLAIN OF THE WORLD. THE COURTYARD
WAS SOUL-ANIMATING AND ITS EXPANSE WAS LIFE-GIVING. ITS DUST WAS
MUSK-=SCENTED AND ITS FRAGEANCE POSSESSED THE ODOUR OF AMBEER.
THERE WAS VERDURE EVERYWHERE AND HYACINTHS, BASIL.S, ROSES AND
TULIPS WERE BLOOMING AND WERE BEAUTIFULLY ARRANGED AS FAR AS THE

HUMAN EYE COULD EEACH.

IT SEEMED AS IF THE LAST YEAR’S PRODUCE HAD IN ADVANCE THE CURRENT
YEAR'S FRUITS , SUCH AS POMEGRANATES, ORANGES, GLIAVAS, QUINCES,
APPLES AND GRAFES. NIGHTINGALES, SO TO SAY, WERE SINGING THEIR
MELODIOUS SONGS EVERYWHERE . IT APPEARED AS IF THEY HAD GUITARS IN

THEIR TALONS AND FLUTES IN THEIR BEAKS

= MUTAHHAR, A 14TH CENTURY POET
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TRIPLE-DOMED PAVILION, WHERE CLASSES USED TO BE HELD

THE GARDEN HAS SEVERAL
UNMARKED GRAVES.
INSCRIPTIONS SEEM TO
INDICATE THAT THESE WERE
FOR FACULTY MEMBERS.

THEIR OPEN 'CHHATRI' OR
UMBRELLA STRUCTURE
WouLD HAVE MADE THEM
IDEAL STUDY AREAS FOR
STUDENTS, THEREFORE
KEEPING THE MEMORY OF
PAST TEACHERS ALIVE AND
RELEVANT.
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FIROZ SHAH'S MAUSOLEUM |8 THE FIRST CLEARLY DATED EXAMPLE OF THE ROYAL GARDEN TOMB.
IT 1S A DOMED SRUARE THAT WAS ONCE FACED WITH STUCCO AND PAINTED AND FORMS THE PIVOT
OF THE 'L! SHAPED LAYOUT OF THE BUILDING.

IT WAS DESIGNED TO BE AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE ARCHITECTURE, FORMING AN ENTRANCE INTO
THE MADRASA AS WELL AS A LINK BETWEEN THE TWO WINES.

THE DOME INTERIORS
CONTAN PIOUS SAYINGS

OF A TYPE THAT HAVE
NEVER BEEN PRESENTED
BEFORE IN AN
ARCHITECTURAL CONTEXT,
UNDERSCORING THE
RELIGIOUS ORTHODOXY OF
THE KING

THE ARCHES HAVE
QURANIC INSCRIPTIONS
PRAISING ALLAH

DALy syevvreE

THE GARDEN IS ABOVE THE LEVEL STUDENTS AND FACULTY MEMBERS WOULD

OF THE WATER, MAKING IT THE /
SECOND STOREY OF THE MADRASA PASS THE KIN& STgEéVfZ:sPH ON THEIR wWAY

“ THE WORLD 1S A
PRISON TO THE
BELIEVER AND PARADISE
TO THE UNBELIEVER

= INSCRIPTION INSIDE

DOME "
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BUILT IN 1352, THE MADRASA, OB CENTER OF LEAENING, WAS ESTABLISHED BY FIROZ SHAH
TUBHLAR AS PART OF A GRAND BUILDING PROGRAM. THE ENTIRE STRUCTURE WAS ARCHITECTED
8Y MALIK GHAZI SHAHNA AND ABD AL-HAR, A HINDU CONVERT TO ISLAM. IT 1S LAD oUT IN AN 'L!
SHAPE WITH FEROZ SHAH'S TOMB AS THE VERTEX.

THE GIFT OF WATER |18 A PIOUS ACT AMONG MUSULIMSE AND THE SPIRITUAL CONNECTION MIGHT
HAVE INSPIRED THE CHOICE OF LOCATION FOR FEROZ SHAH'S TOMS.

THOUGH Now BLACK WITH AZE,
THESE STRUCTURES WOULD HAVE
ONCE STOOD RESPLENDENT IN
WHITE AND VERMILLION, THE DOMES

GULISTENING IN GOLD

HINDU TOUCHES SUCH AS STONE COLUMNS AND BRACKETED
WINDOWS, POSSIBLY INSPIRED BY CONVERTS SUCH AS ABD
AL-HAR OR THE GRAND VIZIER, KHAN—~I-JAHAN TILANGAN! OR
PERHAPS EVEN BY FEROZ SHAM'S RAJPUT MOTHER.

THE LOWER LEVELS
SERVED AS DORMITORIES
FOR STUDENTS (NO, NOT

THE ONES PICTURED,).

STAIRS LEAD FURTHER
DOWN TO THE WATER

“ THE BOOMS AND BALCONIES OF THE BUILDING WEEE GOLD DECORATED
AND WALLS AND GATES POSSESSED A MIREOE LIKE SHINE- THE DOOES
WERE OF SANDALWOOD.- THE BOOMS WEEE WELL FURNISHED WITH
COSTLY CARPETS FROM SHIRAZ, YEMEN AND DAMASCUS -

THE LEARNED SCHOLARS WERE SEATED LIKE ANGELS ALL AROUND-
THEY WORE SYBIAN JUBBAHS AND ECYPTIAN TURBANS. THE STUDENTS
WERE ENGAGED IN DISCUSSIONS AND DEBATES, THEIR VOICES ECHOING
TO THE HEAVENS.-
— MUTAHHAR, A 14TH CENTURY POET 4
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